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Abstract

The Mahakumbh, a grand spiritual festival in India, holds immense significance as described in ancient texts
like the Vedas, Puranas, and Upanishads. Celebrated every twelve years at four sacred locations—Haridwar, Prayag
(Allahabad), Ujjain, and Nashik—it symbolizes spiritual purification and divine blessings. The origins of the Kumbh
Mela trace back to the churning of the ocean (Samudra Manthan) by gods and demons to obtain nectar (Amrit). This
festival is deeply rooted in astronomical alignments and mythological tales, emphasizing the confluence of celestial
bodies like Jupiter, the Sun, and the Moon. The Kumbh Mela serves as a platform for spiritual growth, self-
purification through holy baths, and dissemination of divine teachings by saints and scholars.
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Introduction

There is extensive mention of Kumbh Parva in
Indian religious texts. Studying Indian (Bharat)
religious texts including Vedas, Puranas, and
Upanishads is essential to understanding Mahakumbh.
It is said in the Rigveda:

A T Wiafada e e G0 3vg= A |
Tente il et e T 3=t Stepurd g | |
G 10/89/7)

"A man who goes to Kumbh Parva destroys his
sins as a result of his own charity and virtuous deeds,
just as an axe cuts down a forest. Just as the Ganges
River flows cutting its banks, similarly Kumbh Parva
destroys the physical sins obtained from the
accumulated deeds of man and, like a new pot, destroys
the clouds and creates good rain in the world."

Wt et AT AT ARSI TS erT | (FRFIE)
"O Kumbh Parva! Do not experience suffering
because you are satisfied by ghee from sacrificial

weapons in the sacrificial altar.”
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"Kumbh Parva gives physical happiness to
Human in this world through good deeds and gives
excellent happiness in future births."

Snfererhery gar forar si=ffEa: | ggfrsm WA

(AT, 9. 6/3)
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"Purna Kumbh comes after twelve years, which
we see many times in pilgrimages like Prayag. Kumbh
refers to the time that occurs due to the combination of
planets and zodiac signs in the great sky."

It is also said:

(W) A FRITSeIqe JaTW 1 (372, 4/34/7)

Brahma says, "O humans! I create four Kumbh
Parvas that give you worldly and otherworldly pleasures
and provide them in four places (Haridwar, Prayag,
Ujjain, and Nashik)."

(@) FwIHT JHIHT: FEHT | (312, 16/6/8)

In India (Bharat), Kumbh Parva is celebrated in
these four places: Haridwar, Prayag, Ujjain, and Nashik.

Generally, the meaning of the word "Kumbh" is a
pot, but behind it lies the creative goodwill of creating
eligibility in the community, auspicious wishes, and the
inspiration to uplift people's minds.

In reality, the word "Kumbh" encompasses the
meaning of welfare for the entire creation:

TeraT: Jearenea vet: I

ERERIATTAdeuae- s afe |: TR |

"For the purpose of giving advance notice of
welfare to the earth or as a sign of a good future, when
planets and zodiac signs like Jupiter are present in the
pure sky with the aim of specific holy places like
Haridwar, Prayag, etc., it is called 'Kumbh'."

In addition to this, other public welfare
sentiments can also be seen in the literal meaning of the
word "Kumbh."

In the Puranas, the establishment of Kumbh
Parva is done in the number twelve, out of which four
are for the mortal world and eight are for the heavens:

AT FRNTR I gITaea: |
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The purpose of the origin of Kumbh is to remove
the sins of all human beings on earth. This festival
occurs every twelfth year in these four places:
Haridwar, Prayag, Ujjain, and Nashik. In these festivals,
people from all provinces of India come to bath,
meditate, and worship.

The Indian land surrounded by the saline sea is
naturally filled with the stain of impurity. It is a land
purified by virtue. From a geographical point of view,
the nectar-filled Kumbh, which originated from that sea
churning, was established in its four holy places.

From a temporal perspective, such planetary
combinations that make the latent nectar in the sky
visible and awakened, appear in all four places every
twelve years, i.e., through a twelve-year time cycle.
Then Ganga (Haridwar), Triveni (Prayag), Shipra
(Ujjain), and Godavari (Nashik) - these purifying rivers
flow nectar in their streams.

That is, the country, time, and object all become
worthy of the manifestation of nectar. As a result, the
nectar pot or Kumbh descends.

Astronomical significance of Mahakumbh

The wheel of time is not only the basis of life's
activities but also all Yagyas, rituals, and sacraments are
based on the wheel of time. Sun, Moon, and Jupiter
have important places in the wheel of time. The
combination of these three is the main basis of Kumbh
Parva. When Jupiter is in Aries and the Moon and Sun
are in Capricorn, then there is a very rare Kumbh at
Prayag on the Amavasya Tithi. In this situation, all the
planets are friendly and best.

Mythological origin of Kumbh

BT @ fawy: S B qEISE: |
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TS AgAT: Tl Foersl  THISHAT: |

"In the mouth of the Kalash resides Vishnu, in the
throat Rudra, in the root Brahma, in the middle part the
Mothers, in the abdomen all the oceans, mountains, and

the earth reside, and along with the limbs, the Rigveda,
Yajurveda, Samaveda, and Atharvaveda also reside."

JqEHIEAR HAWA Wt |
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"O Kumbh! You originated in the form of a
dispute between Gods and Demons during the churning
of the sea, which was directly held by Lord Vishnu. In
your water reside all pilgrimages, all Gods, all living
beings, life, etc. You are directly Shiva, Vishnu, and
Brahma. Aditya, Vasu, Rudra, Sapitrak Vishwadeva,

etc., all the deities that give fruits of actions, always
reside in you."

The Immortal Tale of Kumbh's Origin

Once upon a time, Demons and Danavas, with a
large army, attacked the Gods. In that war, the Gods
were defeated by the Demons. Then Indra and all the
Gods, with Agni in front, took refuge in Brahma. There,
they told him their entire condition. Brahma said, "You
all come with me to the refuge of God." Saying this, he
took all the Gods with him to the northern bank of the
Ksheersagar and addressed Lord Vasudeva, saying,
"Vishnu! Arise quickly and do welfare for these Gods.
Without your help, the Demons repeatedly defeat
them."

Hearing this, Lord Antaryami Purushottam, with
lotus-like eyes, saw the condition of the bodies of the
Gods and said, "Devas! I will increase your power. Do
what I tell you. Together with the Demons, bring all
kinds of herbs and put them in the Ksheersagar. Then,
using Mandarachal as a churning stick and Vasuki Nag
as a rope, churn the ocean and extract nectar from it. I
will help you in this task. By drinking the nectar that
comes out of the churning of the ocean, you will
become strong and immortal."

Hearing this from the God of Gods, all the Gods
made a treaty with the Demons and engaged in the
effort to extract nectar:
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"Thereafter, Gods and Demons churned the
Kshirodhisindhu near the Himalayas in the northern part
of the earth, in which Mandarachal was the churning
rod, Vasuki was the rope, the tortoise-bearing Lord was
the back part of Mandarachal, and Lord Vishnu was
holding the churning rod. Then, from that Ksheersagar,
fourteen gems emerged: Lakshmi, Kaustubh, Parijat,
Sura, Dhanvantari, Moon, Garal, Pushpak, Airavat,
Panchjanya Shankh, Rambha, Kamdhenu,
Uchchaihshrava, and Amrit-Kumbh. As soon as the
Amrit-Kumbh emerged from those gems, Jayant, the
son of Indra, took the nectar-filled pot and flew into the
sky at the signal of the Gods. After that, according to
the orders of Shukracharya, the guru of the Demons, the
Demons chased Jayant to take back the nectar. After
great effort, they caught Jayant midway. Thereafter, a
continuous war raged between the Gods and Demons
for twelve days to claim the Amrit-Kalash. During this
mutual fighting, the pot fell on four places on earth
(Prayag, Haridwar, Ujjain, Nashik). At that time, the
Moon protected the pot from leaking, the Sun protected
the pot from breaking, Guru protected it from being
stolen by the Demons, and Shani protected the pot out
of fear of Devendra. To calm the conflict, the Lord
assumed the form of Mohini and distributed and drank

the nectar to everyone according to their rights. In this
way, the war between Gods and Demons ended."

"For the attainment of nectar, there was a
continuous war between the Gods and Demons for
twelve days. Twelve days of the Gods are equal to
twelve years of humans. Therefore, there are twelve
Kumbh. Out of these, four Kumbh are on earth and the
remaining eight Kumbhs are in heaven, which only the
Gods can attain; humans cannot reach there. The time
when Chandradis protected the pot, when the planets
protecting the current zodiac signs come, then the yoga
of Kumbh occurs, that is, in the year, on the zodiac sign
where the Sun, Moon, and Jupiter coincide, in that year,
in the yoga of that zodiac sign, wherever the Amrit-
Kumbh-Sudha- fell, the Kumbh Parva occurs there."

Key locations of the Kumbh and its ritual
importance:

"In these four decided places of Kumbh Parva -
Haridwar, Prayag, Ujjain, and Nashik - at the time of
Kumbh Yoga, through the confluence of respective
communities, respected monks and great souls, with
selfless intention for the sake of alleviating all kinds of
sufferings of the world, for the welfare of the country,
society, nation, religion, and the entire world, to do
world welfare through invaluable divine teachings in
accordance with the Vedas and other scriptures is the
great purpose of Kumbh Parva."

"One benefit of celebrating Purna Kumbh and
Ardh Kumbh Parva is that we people come to these
holy pilgrimages like Haridwar, Prayag, etc., from far
and wide, purify ourselves by bathing in the Ganges,
gain knowledge through the teachings of great scholars,
and practice auspicious deeds like penance, truth,
charity, Yagya, etc., according to our ability and interest,
so that after death we may attain the best, good, or

medium TTfd and never attain 3T€ Tid."

"The Kumbh festival is celebrated in these four
pilgrimage places: Haridwar, Prayag, Ujjain, and
Nashik. All these four are supremely holy pilgrimages.
Kumbh Parva occurs in each of these four pilgrimages
after every twelve years:"

TR WA o IRTIGrEaiae |

FATEIE] AIST Wiead SehAie: | |

"Gangadwar (Haridwar), Prayag, Dharanagari
(Ujjain), and Godavari (Nashik) are called 'Kumbh
Yoga' by Shankaradi Devas."

"Kumbh is the temple of God. Its glimpse occurs
in the above four places in every twelth year. A brief
discussion of the different times and importance, etc., of
the Kumbh Parva of Haridwar and other four places is
presented as follows:"

(1) Haridwar
IR 7Y FRRT T
TATTGR WARIRT: TFRATHT daIaH: | | (T63IoT)
"When Jupiter is situated in Kumbh Rashi and the

Sun remains in Mesh Rashi, then Kumbh Yoga occurs
in Gangadwar (Haridwar)." Or
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"There are three baths of Kumbh in Haridwar.
Here, the first bath of Kumbh starts from Shivaratri.
The second bath occurs on the Amavasya of Chaitra.
The third bath (main bath) occurs at the end of Chaitra
or on the first day of Vaishakh, i.e., on the day when
Jupiter is in Kumbh Rashi and the Sun is in Mesh
Rashi, the Kumbh bath occurs."

(2) Prayag
HERITS 7T ST 7 TR |
AMIWT qS AW FRTSW ETIF| |

(TP

"When Jupiter is situated in Mesh Rashi and the
Moon and Sun are in Makar Rashi, then Kumbh Yoga
occurs in Tirthraj Prayag." Or

ARt o FeamATe) get o gt
TR W WA glfaget: 1 |

"There are three baths of Kumbh in Prayag. Here,
the first bath of Kumbh starts from Makar Sankranti
(when Jupiter is in Mesh Rashi). The second bath (main
bath) occurs on Magh Krishna Mauni Amavasya. The
third bath occurs on Magh Shukla Basant Panchami."”

(3) Ujjain (Avantika)
HeTe T g et Jeet
ISATGAT HAG FRT: T HfIIgrIe: | |
"When the Sun is in Mesh Rashi and Jupiter is in
Singh Rashi, then Kumbh Yoga occurs in Ujjain."

(4) Simhastha Kumbh, Nashik — Trimbakeshwar
Taeer $™, TfA® - TaPsR

"When the Sun and Jupiter are in Singh Rashi,
then liberation-giving Kumbh occurs in Nashik."

"Kumbh Mela is held in Nashik, situated on the
beautiful banks of Godavari. For this, Jupiter in Singh
Rashi and the Sun in Singh Rashi are necessary. The
bath of this Parva occurs on Amavasya Tithi in
Bhadrapad. The time until Devguru Jupiter remains in
Singh Rashi with Vishwatma Suryanarayan is called
Simhastha. During this Simhastha period, the journey to
Shrinashik Tirtha, bathing in the holy Godavari River,

and SIH-AM of Traimbakeshwar Jyotirlinga have great

significance. Lord Shri Ram spent a long period of exile
in Panchavati itself."

"The importance of Kumbh bath in Haridwar,
Prayag, Ujjain, and Nashik is as follows:"

1-Glory of Haridwar Bath
TR T S a2 7Y T it

TGN Pt T GG st | |

"When Jupiter is in Kumbh Rashi and the Sun is
in Mesh Rashi, bathing in the Kumbh of Haridwar frees
a man from rebirth."

2-Glory of Prayag Bath
WEE Hfdd T HE FEAT =
AU THET HHE: TR aeher | |

(FRUI)
"The fruit obtained by bathing in the Ganges a

thousand times in the month of Kartik, a hundred times
in the Ganges in Magh, and a crore times in the
Narmada in Vaishakh, is obtained by bathing only once
at the Kumbh Parva in Prayag."
It is also said in Vishnu Purana:

AT ZHATIOT SATAUITATH < |

&t UZfETOT A: TR deber | |

"The fruit obtained by performing a thousand
Ashwamedha Yagyas, a hundred Vajpayee Yagyas, and
circumambulating the earth a lakh times is obtained
only by the Kumbh bath of Prayag.”
3-Glory of Ujjain Bath

FRIATRTEN AT TG

HTeS vt et i S ort a1 |

IR TS quttai gt

AT J TS TSAHEIA |
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(GH2GUT, AAEUE)
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yiSauagaTor MrReaag |

TP MEraieT foee) o Teamt |

"When Jupiter is in Singh Rashi, bathing only
once in the Godavari gives a man merit equal to bathing
in the Ganges for sixty thousand years."

It is written in Brahmavaivarta Purana:

TSI I TGN Beld |

TG EHHTIT e e T o

"When Jupiter is situated in Singh Rashi, bathing
only in the Godavari gives a man the merit of
performing Ashwamedha Yagya and donating a lakh

cows."
It is said in Brahmaanda Purana:

i e Treaifer et wema
afe T weTgud R | aHrERdl |
Ifer & gore: feafs et wq)
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Procedure of Kumbh Bath and Importance of
Donation

"Waking up early in the morning, one should first
remember God. After that, after completing the rituals

of SRS, one should remember the verses indicative of

the importance of Kumbh Parva. Then, at the
appropriate time, going to the holy river like Ganga for
Kumbh bath, showing the Kumbh-Mudra (Kalash-
Mudra) with both hands and meditating on nectar in it,
one should bathe while reciting the following verses:"

ACHATHATS HeAH HE QU |

IISTE a1 FT forgat farson @)
R Fdrerf <o T @t e )
@t fagfr yar @t arom: afdfgar: )
Totar: T eenfar feropet < wmafa: |
ST agat Bt frsar: Taqer: | |
@t fasf~ adsfa aa: FHEayRT: |
TAHTRIEH T HgHTE T tedl |
I~ & | T TH 7l el

"After taking a bath, after finishing Sandhya-
Tarpanadi, one should establish Kumbh (Kalash) with

Ganapati-Pujan. Thereafter, with 9&T-1ferd, one should
worship Kumbh with WISIUER. Then, one, four,

eleven, twenty-one, or according to one's ability, gold,
silver, copper, or brass Kalash filled with ghee should

be donated as 'Ghee-Kumbh' to ITI-gUT scholars."

"During Kumbh Parva, by duly worshiping a
ghee-filled Kumbh (Kalash) and giving it to a virtuous
scholar with FETHR, AT, and TIU-TUE, one gets
the fruit of donating hundreds of cows, and the souls of
one's ancestors are satisfied."

"Similarly, by donating various types of 3=, <A,
etc., in the pilgrimage places of each Kumbh Parva, one
gets the fruit of going to crores of pilgrimages and

performing hundreds of 3FgHE-T3."

Conclusion

The Mahakumbh is not just a religious gathering
but a celebration of India's rich cultural heritage. It
unites millions across faiths to seek spiritual growth
through divine rituals. Rooted in mythology and
celestial phenomena, it serves as a reminder of
humanity's eternal quest for salvation. By participating
in this grand festival, devotees aim to transcend worldly
attachments and achieve liberation from the cycle of
birth and death.
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